[Use of ECMO as a salvage therapy for refractory hypoxia secondary to a Lemierre's syndrome].
We reported the case of a young adult with a Lemierre syndrome, which was complicated by septic shock and ARDS. Because of rapid onset of a life-threatening hypoxemia (PaO(2)/FiO(2)=60) in the course of the ARDS despite mechanical ventilation, ECMO was started with jugular and femoral cannulas, as rescue therapy. Good control of hypoxemia was obtained and ECMO was set up for six days. No significant complication was observed. The course was nevertheless complicated by acute renal failure and a pleural fistula that necessitated separate-lung ventilation during 24 hours. After 48 days left in the ICU, the patient was sent to a rehabilitation unit.